
COMFORT FOR SUFFERERS 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon: The Resurrection of the Dead 

"There shall be a resurrection of the dead,  
both of the just and unjust."— Acts 24:15 

And here is comfort for you too, you poor sufferers, who suffer in your bodies. 

Some of you are almost martyrs with aches of one kind and another—lumbagoes, 

gouts, rheumatisms, and all sorts of sad afflictions that flesh is heir to. Scarcely a 

day passes but you are tormented with some suffering or other; and if you were 

silly enough to be always doctoring yourselves, you might always be having the 

doctor in your home. Here is comfort for you. That poor old rickety body of yours 

will live again without its pains, without its agonies; that poor shaky frame will be 

repaid all it has suffered. Ah! poor negro slave, every scar upon your back shall 

have a stripe of honor in heaven. Ah! poor martyr, the crackling of thy bones in the 

fire shall earn thee sonnets in glory; all thy sufferings shall be well repaid by the 

happiness thou shalt experience there. Don't fear to suffer in your frame, because 

your frame will one day share in your delights. Every nerve will thrill with delight, 

every muscle move with bliss; your eyes will flash with the fire of eternity; your 

heart will beat and pulsate with immortal blessedness; your frame shall be the 

channel of beatitude; the body which is now often a cup of wormwood will be a 

vessel of honey; this body which is often a comb out of which gall distilleth, shall 

be a honeycomb of blessedness to you. Comfort yourselves then, ye sufferers, 

weary languishers upon the bed: fear not, your bodies shall live.  There are very 

few Christians who believe the resurrection of the dead. You may be surprised 

to hear that, but I should not wonder if I discovered that you yourself have doubts 

on the subject. By the resurrection of the dead is meant something very different 

from the immortality of the soul: that, every Christian believes, and therein is only 

on a level with the heathen, who believes it too. The light of nature is sufficient to 

tell us that the soul is immortal, so that the infidel who doubts it is a worse fool 



even than a heathen, for he, before Revelation was given, had discovered it—

there are some faint glimmerings in men of reason which teach that the soul is 

something so wonderful that it must endure forever. But the resurrection of the 

dead is quite another doctrine, dealing not with the soul, but with the body. The 

doctrine is that this actual body in which I now exist is to live with my soul; that 

not only is the "vital spark of heavenly flame" to burn in heaven, but the very 

censer in which the incense of my life doth smoke is holy unto the Lord, and is to 

be preserved for ever. The spirit, every one confesses, is eternal; but how many 

there are who deny that the bodies of men will actually start up from their graves 

at the great day? Many of you believe you will have a body in heaven, but you 

think it will be an airy fantastic body, instead of believing that it will be a body like 

to this—flesh and blood (although not the same kind of flesh, for all flesh is not the 

same flesh), a solid, substantial body, even such as we have here. And there are 

yet fewer of you who believe that the wicked will have bodies in hell; for it is 

gaining ground everywhere that there are to be no positive torments for the 

damned in hell to affect their bodies, but that it is to be metaphorical fire, 

metaphorical brimstone, metaphorical chains, metaphorical torture. But if ye were 

Christians as ye profess to be, ye would believe that every mortal man who ever 

existed shall not only live by the immortality of his soul, but his body shall live 

again, that  the very flesh in which he now walks the earth is as eternal as the 

soul, and shall exist for ever. That is the peculiar doctrine of Christianity. The 

heathens never guessed or imagined such a thing; and consequently when Paul 

spoke of the resurrection of the dead, "Some mocked," which proves that they 

understood him to speak of the resurrection of the body, for they would not have 

mocked had he only spoken of the immortality of the soul, that having been 

already proclaimed by Plato and Socrates, and received with reverence. 


